
 

 
 

American Auto Manufacturers: 
The Manufacturing Engine of the U.S. Economy 

 
 
American automakers are the heart of industrial America, playing a central role 
in the development and growth of manufacturing and the U.S. economy for the 
past 100 years.   
 
Together, DaimlerChrysler, Ford, and General Motors directly employ 
approximately 350,000 Americans and are responsible for another seven million 
jobs in related sectors, including auto parts suppliers.  The companies inject over 
$200 billion per year into the U.S. economy in combined purchases, R&D and 
investment.   
 
American automakers have a presence in all 50 states, and maintain major 
assembly and manufacturing facilities in 27 states. 
 
Here are a few more facts about the American automakers: 
 

• American automakers -- DaimlerChrysler, Ford and General Motors -- 
build seven out of 10 cars and trucks made in America. 

 
• The roughly 350,000 Americans employed by U.S. automakers constitute 

72% of all workers employed in the auto sector in the United States. 
 

• American automakers purchase 80 percent of all U.S. automotive parts 
and components.  This $171 billion in annual purchases provides hundreds 
of thousands of jobs in the automotive supplier and commodity industries, 
which have facilities in all 50 states.  

 
• Auto parts manufacturers also employ hundreds of thousands of 

Americans.  Approximately 80% of the parts in automobiles manufactured 
by American automakers are made in the U.S., far higher than our 
international competitors. 

 
• DaimlerChrysler, Ford and General Motors are among the largest U.S. 

exporters.  Together, they exported 1.1 million cars and trucks in 2005 
with a value of approximately $27.5 billon.  

 
• American automakers invest over $16 billion per year on research and 

development, the vast majority of which is spent in the U.S. 
 

• In the last four years alone, the companies have invested over $38.6 billion 
in the United States, more than all other foreign automakers have invested 
in the U.S. since 1980. 



 

 


